
WHEN I BECAME A CHRISTIAN
I LEFT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

HERE'S WHY...

by
Louis Taylor

Out of Catholicism and Into Christ

I was born into a Catholic home in New York City and educated in Catholic 
schools up to the twelfth grade.  By the time I entered high school I had received four of 
the seven “sacraments” required of all Catholics:  Baptism, Penance, Holy Eucharist 
(a.k.a. Holy Communion), and Confirmation.  The remaining Catholic “sacraments” are 
Holy Matrimony, Holy Orders, and Extreme Unction (a.k.a. Last Rites).

In the spring of 1990 I relocated from New York City to settle in Orlando, Florida. 
Soon after  arriving in Orlando I encountered, in a local laundromat, some gospel tracts 
that someone was leaving on the countertop week after week.  This literature quoted 
verses from the Holy Bible [Authorized (King James) Version] which revealed that as a 
sinner I was dead in my sins and therefore condemned to eternal damnation.  These 
gospel tracts also revealed that I could be saved through simple faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, apart from my Catholic religion and rituals.

I phoned my mother, who was still living in New York, and asked her to mail me a 
copy of the Holy Bible which I remembered was in our bookcase back home (as 
Catholics we were allowed to have a Bible in the home but the priests never encouraged 
us to read it).  I wanted to verify, for myself,  if the gospel information presented in 
those tracts and the Bible verses quoted were actually written in the Holy Scriptures.

The word of God in the Holy Bible confirmed for me that I was indeed dead in 
sins and trespasses and that being born a Catholic and undergoing the “sacraments” 
could never save my soul from hell and the lake of fire.  I learned that no amount of 
religious rituals or good works could deliver  my sinful soul from the eternal wrath of 
the just and righteous God whose commandments I had broken.  For the first time in my 
life I knew what it was to fear God.  So I chose to obey the Holy Scriptures and believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ to save me from my sins.  I put my whole heart's faith and trust 
in the blood that Jesus shed on the cross to wash away my sins and freely justify me in 
the eyes of God, according to the scriptures.  

As I studied the Holy Bible I learned that what the Catholic church had taught me 



all of my life was completely contrary to what is written in the Holy Scriptures.  Having 
discovered that the teachings and doctrines of Roman Catholicism are not at all in 
accordance with the word of God I chose to abandon the Catholic church.  I rejoice that 
my mother also repented and believed on Jesus to save her soul.  She too, became born 
again and renounced Catholicism upon learning that salvation is in Jesus alone.

What follows are the points of doctrine and Bible passages that the Holy Spirit of 
God used to convert us to Christ and deliver us from the errors of the Roman Catholic 
Church.

Salvation

All of my life the Roman Catholic Church taught me a gospel of salvation by 
works.  The priests and the nuns taught me that I could “work” my way or “earn” my 
way into heaven by obeying the Catholic catechism, attending mass weekly, praying to 
Mary, praying to the “saints”, and undergoing the seven “sacraments”.  Fulfilling the 
“sacraments”, in particular, would allow me to die in a “state of grace” when it comes 
time for me to pass away from the earth.  Even then, as an obedient Catholic,  the best I 
could hope for was to go to Purgatory where I might spend an indeterminate amount of 
time (maybe years, decades, or centuries) in order to be cleansed of any residual sins 
before being sufficiently purified so I could move onto heaven into the presence of God.

The word of God contradicts all of that!

The very first thing that the word of God taught me was that I was dead in my sins 
and on my way straight to hell.  In His Holy Bible the Holy Spirit of God wrote in 
ROMANS 3:23...For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God...
And again the Holy Spirit wrote in ROMANS 3:10...As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one...

The word of God then taught me that no amount of good works (sacraments, 
mass, catechism, etc.) could save my sinful soul from eternal damnation.  In His Holy 
Bible the Holy Spirit of God wrote in EPHESIANS 2:8,9...For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast.  

The Holy Spirit also wrote in ROMANS 3:20 that even obeying the ten 
commandments could not justify me before God...Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

In His Holy Bible the Holy Spirit of God taught me in TITUS 3:5-7 that I am 
saved solely through faith in Jesus Christ and justified by God's grace apart from any 



works of righteousness which I might perform...Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

The Holy Spirit taught me in His word in John 1:7 that only the blood which 
Jesus shed on the cross could take away my sins...But if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son  cleanseth us from all sin.  And again, in COLOSSIANS 1:12-14 the Holy Spirit 
wrote...Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins...

The Holy Scriptures showed me that having had a physical birth to enter this 
world I now needed a spiritual birth to enter the kingdom of God according to the words 
of Jesus Himself...Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. JOHN 3:3

The Holy Spirit stated in ROMANS 10:13...For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.

So that is exactly what I did.  I called upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I 
put my whole heart's faith and trust in the Son of God and the blood which He shed on 
the cross to wash away my sins.  By faith I have received God's free gift of salvation.  I 
stopped working for something I could never earn no matter how hard I tried or how 
“good” a person I thought myself to be.  

Knowing that what I was taught in the Catholic church is contrary to the plain 
teaching of the word of God in the Holy Bible I chose to renounce Catholicism.  No 
more priests, no more mass, no more sacraments.  All that I need for my salvation, my 
redemption, my justification, my santification, my eternal life, and my eternal security is 
found in Jesus Christ alone...the author and finisher of our faith...HEBREWS 12:2

Purgatory

Purgatory does not exist.  The word “purgatory” is not found in the Holy Bible. 
Neither is the concept of purgatory to be found in the pages of Holy Scripture.  There is 
no “second chance” in the afterlife to do away with sin.  Your opportunity to be saved 
from your sins is only while you are still on this side of the grave with breath in your 



body.  In HEBREWS 9:27 the Holy Spirit wrote...And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment...(NOTICE: Judgment follows death.  There is 
no purgatory inbetween).

In Luke 16:22,23 the Lord Jesus gives the account (not a parable) of the rich man 
who died in his sins...And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in 
hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom.  (NOTICE: The rich man who died in his sins opened his eyes in hell not 
purgatory).

Now that Jesus has died, and was buried, and has risen from the dead those who 
are saved and die in Christ go straight to be with Him as the Holy Spirit wrote to the 
Corinthian church in 2 CORINTHIANS 5:8...We are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

Those who reject faith in Christ as the only way of salvation die in their sins and 
go straight to hell to await the judgment and their eternal punishment in the lake of fire 
as written by the Holy Spirit in Revelation 20:14,15...And death and hell were cast 
into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  (NOTICE: There is no 
mention of purgatory. The order of events for the lost, the unsaved, the unredeemed is 
first death, then hell, and finally the lake of fire.  

The Mass

In Catholicism I was taught that during the ceremony of the Mass the priest 
“consecrates the host” whereby upon reciting certain prayers the Eucharistic wafers are 
supposedly transformed into the actual body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ.  I 
would then go forward with others in order to “receive Christ”.  The priest would hold 
up a small round wafer before me and ask: 'Body of Christ?”. To which I would respond: 
“Amen”.  He would then place the wafer on my tongue and I was content that I had 
“received Christ” until next Sunday when I would go back to Mass to “receive Christ” 
again, and again, and again, week after week, Sunday after Sunday.  In Catholic tradition 
the Mass represents the unbloody sacrifice of Jesus Christ which is repeated all around 
the world every day each time a priest conducts the ritual of the Mass.

The word of God refutes this heresy!

In John 19:30 the Holy Spirit records the words of Jesus as He was dying on the 
cross when the Lord said...It is finished.  With this statement Jesus declared the end of 



His work on the cross.  The blood of the sinless Lamb of God was shed.  The sins of all 
men from Adam to the present were paid for once and for all time.  In HEBREWS 
10:10,12 the Holy Spirit testified that Jesus' sacrifice on the cross was a one time event 
never to be repeated...By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.

The word of God clearly rejects the claim of the Catholic church that the priests 
are able to sacrifice Jesus each time they conduct the Mass.  HEBREWS 6:6 provides 
God's perspective on this blasphemous practice...seeing they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

When Christians gather for the Lord's supper it simply serves as a memorial of 
Jesus' death until He returns.  As Jesus said in 1Corinthians 11:24...this do in 
remembrance of me (NOTICE: That's “remembrance” not reenactment).

The Priests and The Pope

Growing up as a Catholic I was required to address the priests as “father”.  I 
remember “father” Johnson and “father” Foley and “father” Leonard as well as many 
other “fathers” in my local Catholic church.  However, Jesus himself forbade this 
practice when He commanded...And call no man your father upon the earth: for one 
is your Father, which is in heaven. MATTHEW 23:9

Naturally, your biological father is the only exception to this.  We all know the 
commandment...Honor thy father and thy mother...EXODUS 20:12.  But beyond this 
we are not to call anyone else “father” except our Lord in heaven.

As a Catholic I was required to refer to the Pope as “Holy Father”.  This term only 
appears once in the Holy Bible.  In JOHN 17:11, during the Passover meal with His 
disciples on the night He was betrayed, Jesus lifted up His eyes towards heaven and 
prayed to His Holy Father.  Clearly, “Holy Father” is an address of reverence and 
worship which belongs strictly to God Almighty and should never be used in reference 
to any man whether pope or priest.

Also, as a Catholic I was taught that the pope was the head of the church and the 
“Vicar of Christ”.  However, the Holy Spirit wrote that Jesus is the head of His 
church...For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church:and he is the saviour of the body.  EPHESIANS 5:23.  

As for being the “Vicar of Christ” here on earth in place of Jesus it must be noted 



that the Lord never promised to send us popes or priests to represent Him.  He did 
promise to send His Holy Spirit, the only true representative of Christ on earth...But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,whom the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.  JOHN 14:26.   Furthermore, the Lord promised to send His Spirit 
to dwell within every born again believer...as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
2 CORINTHIANS 6:16.  

Statues and Images

Growing up in my local Catholic church I prayed to a statue of Mary, I kissed the 
hand of the statue of Jesus, I kissed the feet of the statue of St. Joseph.  I would light 
candles to each of those statues so the smoke would carry my prayers upward.  Around 
my neck I wore a gold medallion with the image of St. Jude.  At home we prayed to a 
picture of St. Anthony.  On one of the bedroom walls we revered a large crucifix with 
the bloodied body of a dead Jesus hanging on it.  On our living room wall we venerated 
an enormous picture of the “sacred heart of Jesus”.  Statues, idols, images, “holy 
pictures”, rosaries, etc. are all an enormous part of the Catholic religion.  These visual 
images were a very potent means of keeping me in the practice of the Roman religion.  I 
didn't have to walk by faith.  I could see my God as a statue or in a portrait or some sort 
of carved and molded image.  But in the Holy Bible, God showed me the second of His 
ten commandments which clearly condemns such abominable practices...Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. EXODUS 20:4-6

So, in response to God's clear commandment regarding idols we took our Mary 
statue and our crucifix with the dead Jesus on it and smashed them to pieces over the 
garbage can.  We took our bottle of “holy water” and poured it down the drain.  We tore 
up our “sacred heart of Jesus” portrait along with a picture of St. Anthony.  We broke 
apart every rosary in the apartment. The feeling of relief and cleansing was wonderful. 
We were happy to eliminate these abominations from our lives once and for all.

It should be noted that I have not written these things for the purpose of offending 
Catholics.  That is not my intention.  I am simply giving an account as to how we 
actually responded to the word of God and how God completely freed us from our 
spritual bondage.



Mary

In Catholicism I was taught to worship, honor, revere, venerate, extol, and pray to 
Mary the mother of Jesus.  In the doctrine of the “Immaculate Conception” it was 
proclaimed by Pope Pius IX in the year 1854 that Mary did not have the stain of original 
sin when she was conceived by her mother and therefore was born sinless.  In the 
Catholic teaching of Mary's 'Assumption” into heaven Pope Pius XII, in the year 1951, 
declared that Mary's physical body did not see corruption but was instead taken up 
directly to heaven where she sits at the right hand of Jesus making intercession for all 
Catholics.  I was taught to refer to Mary as the “Immaculate Virgin” because presumably 
she never sinned and remained a virgin all of her life.

But in the word of God I learned that none of these false teachings have any 
biblical foundation whatsoever.  In MATTHEW 1:18 I learned that it was Jesus who 
was conceived of the Holy Ghost, not Mary...Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came 
together (before having marital relations), she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost. 

As for Mary being born without sin the Holy Bible clearly states..For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God...ROMANS 3:23.  In LUKE 1:46,47 
Mary stated...My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour.  Only a sinner needs the Saviour and Mary knew full well that she was a 
sinner and in need of salvation.  Jesus was the only person who ever lived that never 
sinned..Christ also suffered for us...Who did no sin neither was guile found in his 
mouth...1 Peter 2:21,22.

The Holy Bible showed me that it was Jesus who suffered the pain of death on the 
cross for our sins, was buried, and rose from the dead, not Mary...For I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the 
twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once...
1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-6

It was Jesus who ascended into heaven, not Mary...And it came to pass, while he 
(Jesus) blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven...
LUKE 24:51.  And again the scripture states...And no man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven.  JOHN 3:13.  Mary did not come down from heaven, Jesus did.  Mary did not 
ascend up to heaven, Jesus did.



While it is true that Mary was indeed a virgin when she conceived and when she 
gave birth to Jesus, the Holy Bible clearly reveals that she did not remain a virgin for the 
remainder of her life but indeed gave birth to children from her husband Joseph after 
Jesus was born.  These were Jesus' half-brothers and half-sisters as observed in the 
following verses...Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought 
forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.  MATTHEW 1:24,25  

Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren (not 
the apostles), James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?  And his sisters, are they not 
all with us? MATTHEW 13:55,56.

Perhaps the most blasphemous of all the Catholic teachings that I was taught 
regarding Mary is where the Roman church declares Mary to be a co-redeemer or 
co-saviour along with our Lord Jesus Christ and that it is necessary to pray to her so that 
she can plead to God on our behalf and bring our petitions before the Lord.  Catholicism 
taught me that “Mother” Mary is a “go-between” or “mediatrix” between God and man. 
This is the same thinking behind the Catholic practice of praying to the “saints”.  I was 
taught that St. Jude, St. Anthony, St. Joseph and a long list of other “saints” could 
intercede for me to the Lord and help me in my daily life and long as I lit candles and 
prayed to them constantly.  However, in His written word the Holy Spirit taught me that 
there is only one mediator, only one go-between, only one Saviour who intercedes on 
my behalf to the Father.  That one is the sinless Son of God, Jesus...For there is one 
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus...
1 TIMOTHY 2:5.  
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous...1 JOHN 2:1  

Mary is not my saviour, Jesus is.  Mary did not shed her blood on the cross to save 
me from my sins, Jesus did.  Mary is not my advocate, Jesus  is. Mary has no power to 
intercede on my behalf to the Father, Jesus does.  Learning these verses in the Holy 
Bible (which I was never taught all my years as a Catholic) caused me to stop praying to 
Mary and abandon all worship and veneration of her.  Only Jesus Christ is worthy of 
such adoration...Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: 
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 
REVELATION 4:11

Come Unto Me...

Jesus said...Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.  MATTHEW 11:28.  He did not command that we should come unto 



Mary, or come unto the Pope, or come unto the priest, or come unto “Holy Mother 
Church”.  Jesus commanded: “Come unto me...”.

Things that are different cannot be the same.  What I was taught in the Catholic 
catechism is completely opposite to what God wrote in His Holy Bible.  This is what 
convinced me to renounce, abandon, and flee from the spiritual bondage of the Catholic 
religion.  Simply reading the word of God was enough to convince me that God is right 
and the Roman Catholic Church is wrong.  Jesus has freed me from praying to statues 
and dumb idols that cannot hear my prayers or answer them.  Jesus has freed me from 
the empty and powerless ritual of the Mass.  Jesus has freed me from the authority of the 
popes and the  priests.  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed.  MATTHEW 8:36

Roman Catholicism is not biblical Christianity.  Catholics are not Christians. 
Catholics are not saved.  There is no salvation in the Catholic church.  Pagan beliefs 
carried over from the ancient Roman empire, beliefs which originated in ancient Baylon 
and then mixed with Christian beliefs have produced this unchristian, unbiblical 
abomination which denies the word of God and is today known as Roman Catholicism.

Are you Catholic?  Has my testimony offended you?  Then consider what God has 
commanded to all who are held in the spiritual bondage of a religion that would have 
you to work to try and attain your own salvation...Come out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  REVELATION 
18:4.

Catholic, you cannot earn for youself a place in heaven.  The salvation of God is 
not Jesus plus your good works.  Jesus alone redeems men's souls.  The Pope cannot 
save you.  The priest cannot deliver you.  The “sacraments” bestow no grace upon you. 
Mary cannot mediate for you.   Your one and only hope of eternal life is to repent and 
to...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...ACTS 16:31.

Catholic, trust Jesus alone to save your soul from damnation.  Renounce 
Catholicism.  Find a biblically sound Christian church or fellowship where the Holy 
Bible (Authorized Version) is honored and taught as the complete word of God and is 
the absolute and final authority in all matters Christian faith and practice.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  
REVELATION 22;21
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